TO THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

This petition is from chessplayers of Australia.

Draws to the attention of the House : The current definition of “sport” in the Australian Sports Commission Act 1989 is unnecessarily exclusive.   It should include a definition of sport that recognises chess and the mental health benefits of chess.

We therefore ask the House to :Amend the current definition similar to the United Kingdom definition adopted by the Charities Act 2006 (passed in November 2006).    This defines sport as “Sport or games which promote health by involving physical or mental skill or exertion.”
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