Bid for the Australian Open Chess Championship, 2006

This bid has been developed using the key questions contained in the ACF guidelines. Answers have been provided for each question in section 19 and 20 and the original notation of sections has been retained and is shown below in italics, with our responses in normal script.

19 a. the venue, including seating capacity of the playing halls

The venue for 2006/07 Australian Open Chess Championship will be the Southern Cross Club, Cnr Pitman St and Holwell St, Tuggeranong Town Centre, ACT. The venue consists of a large playing area (which will comfortably seat 200 players), an adjacent indoor area which can either be used for analysis or for subsidiary tournament, an outside balcony area (covered) which can also be used for analysis, and a foyer area for tournament administration and commercial activity. Further details are available at www.cscc.com.au 

19b. the accommodation

Adjacent to the venue is a Country Comfort Inn. Additional accommodation is available at the Woden Town Centre (10 mins by car, 15 minutes by direct bus route) as well as in Canberra City and Manuka/Kingston (both 20 mins by car, 30 mins by bus).

19 c. whether air conditioning is available

Air Conditioning is available.

19 d. assistance with accommodation to be offered to visiting players

Assistance to visiting is dependent upon budget issues and success in attracting sponsorship.

19 e. the number of players to whom such assistance can be offered

See above.

19 f. the prizes

The prize pool for the Open Championship will be $13,000 with a projected first prize of at least $2,500. This prize pool will increase depending upon the amount of extra sponsorship revenue achieved, and extra income from entries. The prize pool for the Major and Minor events will be a minimum of $1800 each.

19 g. the value of any sponsorship received

At this point in time this event is being budgeted without any sponsorship income. If this bid is accepted then sponsorship for the tournament will be pursued by the organizing committee.

19 h. the entry fees

Entry fee for the event will be $180 with concessions (as defined in ACF by-laws) $140. Free entry will be given to all players with the titles of GM, IM, WGM, WIM. For players who enter before the cut-off date the early entry fee is $150 ($120 concession).

Entry fees for the Major and Minor will be $70 (Early $50), concession $50 (Early $40)

19 i. the times of the playing sessions

Rounds for the Open will commence at 2pm every day. Rounds for the Major will commence at 9am on the days this event is being held. Rounds for the Minor will commence at 9am and 2pm on the days that this event is being held.

19 j. the date on which the tournament is to start and finish

The event will commence on Thursday 28th December 2006 and finish on Tuesday 9th January 2007

19 k. whether the tournament is intended to break even or run at a surplus or deficit and, if so, how much

This event is budgeted to break even based upon the figures supplied in the budget attachment. As this is an ACF administered event all profits from the event will go to the ACF, and similarly all losses (if any occur) will be covered by the ACF.

Note that the budget attached does not contain any entry for sponsorship at this point. It is our intent that as sponsorship money is raised it divided equally between two purposes. The first of these is increasing the prize pool and conditions of the event, the second is covering contingent costs. 

Some sponsorship may also be raised “in kind” and o course that will be used as offered (for example, we will seek to find an IT sponsor who will provide the website support).

It is important to understand that the bid is being undertaken by private individuals on behalf of the ACF. These individuals have the best interests of chess in Australia in mind and are comfortable that, to further these interests, they will devote their time free of charge and donate any profit to the ACF. However they cannot be expected to incur losses in addition to their voluntary labour hence the clause above, about ACF indemnifying such losses were they to arise.

19l. details of canteen services available

The venue is licensed and contains a number of restaurants and bistros which are reasonably priced. In addition the venue will supply tea and coffee for the competitors at a very reasonable daily charge.

19m. whether a computer pairing system will be used.

The event will utilise computer pairings for each tournament. The actual pairing program will be decided upon after evaluation by the arbiting team and organisers.

20b. the time controls, being FIDE time controls in an Australian Championship and in a tournament to select a player for a FIDE event

Time control for the Open will be 90m per player + 1 minute per move added on from the start of the game. 

For the Major and the Minor the time control will be 60m+30sec added per move.

20c. the closing date for entries

Entries for the event will close on Friday 22nd December 2006. Entries beyond will be accepted at the discretion of the organizers. The cut-off date for early entries will be Friday 3rd November 2006.

20 d. the name and address of the competition director and the composition of the tournament committee if any

Dr Stephen Mugford, PO Box 12, Gungahlin, ACT 2912 (Chairman)

Ms Jane Mugford

Mr Shaun Press

Mr Ian Rout

Mr Baldev Bedi

20e. the procedure for settling disputes during the tournament

At the commencement of the event an appeals committee will be appointed by the organisers to deal with any disputes concerning rulings by the arbiters.

20 f. the entry fees

See section 19(h)

20 g. the playing rules other than the FIDE rules

All tournaments will be run according the most recently publish FIDE rules of chess.

20h. the count-back procedure to be used

As per clause 7.13 in the ACF By-laws for organising tournaments.

20 i. the times of the playing sessions

See section 19(i)

20j. the date and time for the start of the opening ceremony

Thursday 28th December 2006, 1pm.

20i the dates on which the tournament is to start and finish

28th December 2006 to 9th January 2007

20j the dates for each rest day 

31st December 2006 (venue unavailable in the afternoon) and 6th January 2007 (Australian Lightning Championship and ACF National Conference to be held on this day).

20k  the date and time for the start of the presentation of prizes

TBA

