
ACF CONFERENCE MINUTES
held 06 January 2005, Mercure Chalet, Mt Buller, Victoria

The ACF National Conference started on 1000
1. Attendance

Authorized State Association Delegates: Bill Gletsos (exercising 2 NSWCA votes), Charles Zworestine (NSWCA), Norm Greenwood (NSWCA), Jey Hoole (NSWCA), Trent Parker (NSWCA), George Howard (NSWCA), Gary Wastell (CV), Kerry Lyall (CV), Peter Frost (CV), Rob McCulloch (CV), Stephan Taylor (CV), Ian Murray (exercising 2 CAQ votes), Garvin Gray (CAQ), Nathan Davidson (CAQ), Tristrom Cooke (SACA), Andrew Saint (SACA), Andrew Hardegen (exercising 2 CAWA votes), Denis Jessop (ACTCA), Kevin Bonham (TCA)

Office bearers/ observers - Phil Viner, Matthew Sweeney, Alex Saint, Evelyn Koshnitsky

Apologies - Kerry Stead, Paul Broekhuyse
Session 1 of the ACF National Conference: George Howard (GH) elected as chairman for this session

2. Motion - “that the minutes of the previous ACF Conference be accepted”

Moved - Charles Zworestine (CZ)/ Second - Denis Jessop (DJ)

Outcome - Motion passed unanimously

3. There were no matters arising from the previous Conference

4. President’s report

ACF President, GH distributed the President’s report. 

GH stated that the last year had been hectic, and had seen the introduction of some new initiatives. The NECG squad had proved to be a wonderful nursery for the most outstanding juniors, and there was an Administrators workshop in Canberra that brought ACF Councilors and other invited persons to discuss matters of interest to Australian chess. The Open and Women’s Olympiad squad had performed well, with a highlight being the performance of Raymond Song in the World Under 10. 

GH specified that the 2004 Australian Chess Championships in Adelaide was stated by players as being one of the most successful Championships ever. The main sponsors of the current Lidums Australian Open Championships were thanked, as were all ACF Councilors and ACF Executive members for the work that they had done on behalf of the ACF. The ACF finances were also healthy, and the ACF Executive a harmonious unit.

GH thanked the ACF for giving him the opportunity to be able to serve as President for the last two years.

In response to a question, GH stated that despite the hard work and best endeavors of the ACF, the Chess Olympiad would not be held in Adelaide.

Motion - that the President’s report be accepted

Moved - Garvin Gray/ Seconded - Norm Greenwood (NG)

Outcome - Motion passed unanimously

NG also thanked GH for all the efforts that GH had done on behalf of the ACF.

5. Treasurer’s report

The Treasurer distributed the balance sheet and operating details for the ACF. ACF had total Assets as at 31 August 2003 of $66,721, with total Liabilities of $9,555. ACF also had total revenue of $23,975 with a total expenditure of $18,937. The resultant surplus was $5,038.

The Audit report and the budget for 2004/5 was also presented to the Conference. 

NG stated that income would be slightly down, and that not as many rapid format games were submitted for ratings. NG specified that whilst there was a considerable amount of account receivable income being recouped, a provision for doubtful debts of $1000 had been included. The NECG was also a great success with $7,000 being added to the ACF revenue as a result of this.

Motion - The Treasurer’s report be accepted. 

Mover -  Gary Wastell (GW)/ Seconded - DJ

Outcome - Motion passed unanimously

NG informed the Conference that Ross Hamilton was agreeable to be appointed as the Honorary Auditor of the ACF

Motion - that Ross Hamilton be appointed as the auditor for the ACF

Moved - Bill Gletsos (BG)/ Seconded Jey Hoole (JH)

Outcome - Motion passed unanimously

6. Other Reports

6a - FIDE delegate

Phil Viner (PV) reported on the FIDE General Assembly held in Calvia, Spain on October 2004, which he attended, as the ACF FIDE Delegate. A report from  PV was distributed to the Conference.

A no confidence motion in two parts was submitted by the US Chess Federation, with the first part at least of the motion not being placed on record, because the Chairman was whipping through the items remaining on the printed agenda. The US Chess Federation was pondering whether to call an extraordinary general assembly in 2005, or to begin putting together a ticket for the FIDE elections in 2006. 

It was also disclosed in FIDE Executive Council that the FIDE President, Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, had recouped the excessive expenditure of FIDE funds attributable to FIDE executive Director, Emmanuel Omuku. Omuku had now been replaced by a troika composed of FIDE vice president Morten Sand, FIDE Treasurer David Jarrett, and FIDE Executive Board member Israel Gelfer. They would take it in turns to oversee the new FIDE office in Athens, and be entitled to salary and expenses for the relevant periods. FIDE General Secretary Tabbane had also resigned on account of his fallout with other FIDE insiders.

Dresden and Tallinn, Estonia submitted bids for the 2008 Olympiad, and Australia voted for Dresden, as that was the favoured venue for the Australian players. Drersden won by 69 votes to 29.

FIDE vice president Zurab Azmaiparashvili was restrained by anti terrorist forces when he attempted to approach the stage during the closing ceremony, and was held in custody before being released. Two Olympiad team members, Shaun Press (PNG) and Bobby Miller (Bermuda) refused on principle to submit to FIDE’s drug testing regime, and after a hearing were given a warning and deprived of the points that they had earned.

The Asian Individual championships would take place in Cochin, India, and the Commonwealth championships would take place in Bikaner, India. There would be no overlap between the Australian Open nor the 2005 Oceania Zonal which would take place in New Zealand.  

In response to a query about FIDE ratings, BG stated that FIDE had lowered their rating floor to 1600, and would lower it by another 200 points to 1400 on October 2005. It was also specified that FIDE’s current intention was to lower their FIDE ratings to 1000 eventually.

Motion - that the FIDE Delegate’s report be accepted

Moved - BG/ Seconded - Nathan Davidson

Outcome - Motion passed unanimously

6b - Medals Coordinator

GW thanked all the ACF Medal selectors for their time and effort, and stated that the responses by some state associations were less than exciting. He also said that he would recommend to the ACF Council, that given that the composition of selectors for the last 3 years had been substantially the same, that there be changes to the composition of the ACF Medal selectors - with an important criteria being that potential selectors not be a possible nominee for the Medal that they would be selectors for

Motion - that the Medal Coordinator’s report be accepted

Moved - Kerry Lyall/ Seconded - Stephan Taylor

Outcome - Motion passed unanimously

7. NG presented the ACF Budget for 2004/5. 

Motion - that the ACF Budget for 2004/5 as distributed by NG be accepted 

Moved - JH/ Seconded - BG

Outcome - Motion passed unanimously

8. Election of President

Since there was no official withdrawal notices from either of the two Presidential nominees (DJ and David Cordover), an election was held to determine the new ACF President. To conduct the election for the ACF President, Kevin Bonham was elected unanimously as the Returning Officer.

After a secret ballot, the results of the elections for ACF President was Denis Jessop 22 - David Cordover 0. Denis Jessop was declared elected as the new ACF President.

PV moved a vote of thanks to GH for the excellent work that he had done as president of the ACF. This was carried by acclamation.

9. Election to other ACF Executive positions

9a - Deputy President

Gary Wastell was nominated for the post of ACF Deputy President.

Moved - Kerry Lyall/ Seconded - Norm Greenwood

There being no other nominations, Gary Wastell was declared elected as the ACF Deputy President

9b - ACF Vice Presidents

Kerry Stead and George Howard were nominated for the posts of ACF Vice Presidents. There being no other nominations, both Kerry Stead and George Howard were elected as ACF Vice Presidents

9c - ACF Secretary

Jey Hoole was nominated for the post of ACF Secretary

Moved - Bill Gletsos/ Seconded - Denis Jessop

There being no other nominations, Jey Hoole was declared elected as the ACF Secretary

9d - ACF Treasurer

Norm Greenwood was nominated for the post of ACF Treasurer

Moved - Bill Gletsos/ Seconded - Charles Zworestine

There being no other nominations, Norm Greenwood was declared elected as the ACF Treasurer.

10 Constitutional Amendment:-  “Disaffiliation of the Chess Association of Northern Territory”

Motion: "that the Chess Association of Northern Territory be disaffiliated”  
Moved: Bill Gletsos/ Seconded - Jey Hoole

Outcome - Motion carried 19 - 2

 Constitutional Amendment:-  Players Meeting

Motion: “that clause 12 of the Constitution be repealed”

Moved - Denis Jessop/ Seconded - Bill Gletsos
Outcome - Motion carried 21- 0

The other two motions in relation to the Players Meeting lapsed as a result of this Motion being passed

There was then a break for 15 minutes, and the first session of the ACF National Conference ended

Session 2: DJ was elected Chairman for this session

12. Presentation to the ACF National Conference 

Roman Solczaniuk from the Mercure Grand Chalet, Mt Buller, gave a presentation to the ACF National Conference regarding the proposals he and the Accor Group have in mind as possible for sponsorship of the ACF. Subject to negotiation, these could include support for the next two Australian Opens and Juniors (as a single package) at Mt Buller broadly similar to that given for the current events, support for the Australian Championships in capital cities in the intervening years and other sponsorships, such as flow-ons from obtaining conversions to Crazy John's mobile phones, that would generate ongoing income for the ACF. He suggested that the ACF establish a steering committee to negotiate these matters.

Mr Solczaniuk stated that his group would refuse to deal with the Federation if David Cordover had a role in the Federation, given his past experiences with Mr Cordover. He also expressed a preference that Gary Wastell not be a member of the proposed Steering Committee, because he believed Gary was "too closely involved with David Cordover". Mr Solczaniuk also said that his company (and/or those it influenced) would not provide assistance for the 2005/6 Australian Championships in Queensland if Graeme Gardiner were involved because he felt that Graeme Gardiner had not supported Mercure on the present occasion.

The Conference noted Mr Solczaniuk's suggestion that the ACF appoint a Steering Committee to examine the issue of sponsorships as outlined by him.

13a ACF Fund-raiser position

Motion - “that the ACF Council consider the initiation of an ACF Fund-raiser position”

Moved - George Howard/ Seconded - Tristrom Cooke

Outcome : Motion carried 17 - 5

13b. Matthew Sweeney distributed a document detailing the National Chess Coaching Accreditation Scheme to teh conference. 

Motion - “that the National Chess Coaching Accreditation Scheme, as presented by Matthew Sweeney, be distributed to all interested parties for comment and resolution, and that this resolution take place at the March 2005 ACF Council meeting”

Moved - George Howard/ Seconded - Rob McCulloch 

Outcome: Motion passed unanimously

The ACF National Conference concluded at 1325


